
MODERN GARDENS
ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE COMPETITION 

FS
C®

 F
00

02
17

A FOREST IN THE ROOM



A FOREST IN THE ROOM

FSC® ITALIA DESIGN AWARD: A FOREST IN THE ROOM 
3rd edition // modern gardens

FSC Italia calls the third edition of the international contest A forest in the room.

What is FSC ?
FSC® trademark identifies products containing wood from responsibly managed forests, according to strict 
environmental, social and economic standards. The forest of origin is controlled and evaluated in accordance with 
these standards (Principles and Criteria of good forest management), established and approved by the Forest 
Stewardship Council® a.c. through involvement and approval of stakeholders.

FSC is an independent, non-governmental, not for profit organization, which includes, among its members, social and 
environmental groups, indigenous communities, forest owners, industries that work and trade wood, scientists and 
engineers working together to improve the management of forests all over the world.

FSC in Italy
FSC Italia is a voluntary, independent and non-profit association, that works in harmony with the aims and the 
mission of FSC International, in order to encourage the spread of FSC certification in our country. It counts among its 
members forest owners, timber and paper companies, environmental organizations, trade unions, professionals and 
certification bodies.
Founded in 2001 and officially recognized as National Initiative by FSC in 2002, FSC Italia boasts many achieved 
goals in 10 years of existence, including the fact that today Italy is the 5th country in terms of FSC Chain Of Custody 
certifications, with almost 1.900 out of 28.000 certified companies in the world. Even in Italy FSC trademark has 
reached a key-role in timber and paper products’ marketing, with an exponential increase of certified companies in 
recent years. FSC doesn’t only mean reliability and innovation, but it’s also an element to prove the legality of the 
whole supply chain and to assure responsible management of forest resources.
FSC Italia goes in for:
•	 coordinating the definition of national standards of good forestry management;
•	 providing first informative counselling to those who are interested in certification;
•	 releasing licenses for promotional use of FSC trademarks to non-certified subjects and checking possible misuses;
•	 organizing training courses;
•	 promoting good forestry management through awareness campaigns and events.

A forest in the room
A forest in the room is the design competition promoted by FSC Italia which through this initiative aims to spread the 
use of the FSC trademark in a sector in which our country is amongst the worldwide leaders: furniture. The purpose 
of this competition is to draw the attention of the designers, of the industrial production and of the final consumer to 
the origin of raw wood, by encouraging young designers and industries to design and produce FSC certified wooden 
or paper objects. 

A forest in the room will be the leitmotiv of all the following editions, but every time designers will have to deal with 
different themes.
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Regulation

art. 1
object of the competition
The recent economic crisis and the consequent desire to get 
closer to nature led people to rediscover tastes and lifestyles 
belonging to a past when men’s relationship with land was 
closer and stronger. As a consequence people started being 
more interested in cultivating fruits and vegetables in their 
houses, either that they live in the country or in a city: as 
recently proved by some surveys, one Italian out of four 
grows his own vegetable garden.
This is actually a phenomenon already seen in our history, 
mainly during wars, because in those days cultivating every 
single available area in a city meant to be able to economically 
sustain the State. With regards to Italy we cannot forget 
what Fascists used to say: “Non (ci fosse) un lembo di terra 
incolto” (“Not a fallow corner left” N.d.T.). Even if our present 
economy does not allow subsistence, a lot of people seem to 
look for something that everyday life cannot offer, precisely 
in urban vegetable gardens. Cultivating these areas allows 
to get in touch with the slow rhythms of nature, to get to 
rediscover the differences of growth related to seasons and 
improves psychophysical well-being because growing your 
own vegetables makes you proud of your hard work. What 
is the result of all this? A lot of balconies filled with home-
grown lettuce, tomatoes, courgettes, aubergines, beans, 
spices and fruit.
External areas of the house are indeed the main protagonists 
of a radical change: interior and exterior are even less 
separate and terraces, verandas and gardens become real 
extensions of internal spaces, to fulfill that need of a stronger 
relationship between the individual and nature.

Modern gardens is the theme of the third edition. Participants 
are asked to create objects, pieces of furniture and innovative 
systems that could help organizing, cultivating and using 
vegetable gardens and their products.
You can think about wooden or paper solutions to be used for 
holding small plants, filling balconies, decorating a living room 
or a kitchen or just to share with your friends the exciting 
experience of growing vegetables in the house or outside. 
You can also think about innovative solutions to carry around 
vegetables, store and even stock them.
You can design new kits and some creative packaging for 
garden tools and products, being aware that one or more 
of the aims described above has to be met. In this case, the 
proposed design is very important, because it has to be 
functional to the project and not just beautiful for the eye. 
Projects have to be applicable in the domestic context and 
internal spaces or in private external spaces such as terraces, 
balconies and gardens.

art. 2 
project requirements and evaluation criteria
The object must be entirely made up of wood or cardboard. 
Any additional material (joints and screws) can be provided 
and must be strictly functional to the project. 
Participants who will design using wood can use solid 
wood, plywood, particleboard and laminated board.
Participant who will design using cardboard can use 
corrugated paper, with freedom of choice about colors, 
sizes and thickness. 
The objects have to be easy to produce and transportable. 
A conscious design of the furniture, in relation to the 
material that characterizes it, is required to candidates, 
with a watchful eye on both functionality and origin of the 
material itself, in line with the founding principles of FSC. 
An important part of the project will be considering 
the possibility of replacement, recovery of degraded 
components and/or recycling of materials of the designed 
object or part of it, in order to give a second life or produce 
less waste.

Every project will be evaluated on the basis of the following 
criteria:
 
Compositional quality of the project  30 %

Originality and planning innovation of the use of wood or 
cardboard

30 %

Possibility of replacement of components / recycle or compost 
at the end of life cycle

20 %

Awareness of techno-functional characteristic and of origin of 
the material

20 %

Total   100%

For questions and further information, you can write 
at concorsi@fsc-italia.it. Questions and answers will 
be published on the official website www.fsc-italia.it/
designaward 

art. 3  
candidates: requirements and procedures for 
participation; exclusions and incompatibility
The competition is opened to Italian and foreign citizens, 
who can compete in one of the following categories:

•		Professionals

reserved for those who have a University degree (bachelor or 
master) in Architecture, Engineering, Design or for those who 
have attended a Design School or an Academy of Arts (the 
title obtained must be equivalent to the University Degree);
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•		students
reserved for students properly enrolled to a bachelor or 
master degree for the academic year 2012/2013, coming 
from Architecture, Engineering and Design Universities or 
Design Institutes and Arts Academies (the title obtained 
must be equivalent to the University Degree). 

Participants who, at the time of the publication of the 
regulation, are enrolled in Universities / Mater’s Degree 
and already have the Bachelor’s Degree, will be considered 
students, not professionals. 

For both categories, only those who are under 41 years of age 
before the 31th December 2015 can apply. The participation 
is free of charge.

Paragraph 1: individual or group participation
The participation can be either individual or in group (max 3 
members per group). Each member of the group must meet 
the requirements above, in reference to the category in 
which he/she competes. Each group must nominate a Group 
Leader, responsible for representing the group to FSC Italia. 
In the present competition, every group will have the same 
rights as a single competitor. The paternity of the projects 
submitted by a group will be granted to all components of 
the group. Each individual must not join different groups at 
the same time; if they do so the penalty will be the exclusion 
from the competition as well as the exclusion of all the 
groups he joined. Every participant or group can submit only 
one project.
 
Paragraph 2: exclusion conditions
The competitors who do not submit the required 
documentation with the conditions (format, layout and 
content) and timing stated by the present competition 
announcement, will be excluded. In addition, people who 
cannot participate in the competition are those who do 
not comply with the abovementioned requirements; 
members of the Commission; employees and collaborators 
of the Commission; employees of FSC Italia; those who have 
contributed to the drafting of the announcement; holders 
or employees of the sponsor companies; spouses and up to 
third degree relatives in all the categories listed above.

art. 4 
application and projects submission
The subscription and the upload of the materials must be done 
online on the website www.fsc-italia.it/designaward according 
to time and procedures described in Annex 1 –Instructions for 
participation.
The deadline for filling in the registration form and uploading 
the projects is January 30th, 2015 at 12.00 (CET).
At the end of the registration process, you declare your 
understanding and acceptance of the announcement and at 

the same time FSC Italia ensures privacy in the processing of 
personal data as detailed in Article 9.

art. 5
commission
The decisions of the Commission will be taken on a majority 
basis and will be unappealable. The Commission may 
optionally elect a President, whose role will be the general 
coordination of the works. The commission will examine 
the submitted projects that are in accordance with the 
regulation and will judge them on the basis of the criteria of 
the competition and according to each area of competence to 
which each member is representative.

The minutes taken of the Commission’s task and of the 
evaluation of projects will be written and signed by the 
commissioners at the conclusion of the work, guaranteeing 
only the confidentiality of the information that participants 
have given and indicated, with a relative justification, as 
confidential. Such information will not be accessible or 
neither made known to the other participants. 
In case none of the submitted projects, in each category 
respectively, will be judged not worthy or valid, the 
Commission can decide not to award any prize.
The composition of the jury will be published on www.fsc-
italia.it/designaward

art. 6 
prizes
Paragraph 1.a: WOOD section, Professionals category

The prizes are the following:
•	 first place: € 2.000 sponsored by COOP Italia and the 

manufacturing of the prototype of the project by a FSC 
certified company;

•	 second place: € 1.000 sponsored by Conlegno;
•	 third place: € 500 sponsored by ETIFOR.    

(The amounts are to be considered before tax.)

The three winners will also receive a plaque. Projects and 
prototypes will be shown at the awards ceremony.

Paragraph 1.b: CARDBOARD  section, Professionals 
category 

The prizes are the following:
•	 first place: € 2.000 sponsored by COMIECO and the 

manufacturing of the prototype of the project by a FSC 
certified company;

•	 second place: € 1.000 sponsored by GIFCO; 
•	 third place € 500.    

(The amounts are to be considered before tax.)

The three winners will also receive a plaque. Projects and 
prototypes will be shown at the awards ceremony.
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FSC Italia reserves the right to request from the winners 
the necessary executive drawings, in accordance with 
the companies that will realize the prototype. During 
the making of the product, where strictly necessary and 
according to technical feasibility, the projects could undergo 
changes. Winners could follow the production process, so 
they can arrange with companies possible modifications 
and adaptations. In this case, the meeting conditions must 
be agreed between the company and the participants 
themselves and must be approved by FSC Italia. 

Paragraph 2.a: WOOD section, Students category

The first winner will have the opportunity to see the 
carrying out of the prototype of the project by a FSC 
certified company.

The top three winners will be also rewarded with:
•	 design books offered by Compositori Comunicazione, 

publisher of Ottagono magazine;
•	 IKEA vouchers; 
•	 a plaque.

Projects and prototypes will be shown at the awards 
ceremony.

Paragraph 2.b: CARDBOARD section, Students category
The first winner will have the opportunity to see the 
carrying out of the prototype of the project by a FSC 
certified company.

The top three winners will be also rewarded with: 
•	 kit of copybooks of the range “EcoQua” (Fabriano);
•	 IKEA vouchers;
•	 a plaque.

Projects and prototypes will be shown at the awards 
ceremony.

FSC Italia reserves the right to request from the winners 
the necessary executive drawings, in accordance with the 
companies that will realize the prototype. During the making 
of the product, where strictly necessary and according to 
technical feasibility, the projects could undergo changes. 
Winners could follow the production process, so they 
can arrange with companies possible modifications and 
adaptations. In this case, the meeting conditions must 
be agreed between the company and the participants 
themselves and must be approved by FSC Italia.

Paragraph 3: “I LIKE IT” prize
There will be an additional prize, regardless the category, 
for both WOOD and CARDBOARD section: the prize “I 
LIKE IT.” A representative image of each project will be 
published on the Facebook page www.facebook.com/
FSCItaliaLaForestaInUnaStanza. Each person can vote for 

his or her favorite project according to deadline indicated in 
art.7. The winner of “I LIKE IT” prize will receive a plaque and 
his project will be shown at the awards ceremony.

Paragraph 4: “Atelier dell’Innovazione” prize 
The group ADI Atelier dell’Innovazione gives four special 
prizes, one for each category (professionals and students) 
and for each section (wood and cardboard), to the projects 
that particularly distinguish themselves for the explicit 
charge of innovation. The parameters identified for the 
assessment concern specificities of conceptual, typological, 
technological, innovation of materials and productive 
process.

The prize, for each categories, includes:
•	 ADI free membership for a year, for one person, in the 

relevant category; 
•	 ten books serie of “The books of ADI”; 
•	 free storage of the projects for four years in the ADI 

Design Register .

Furthermore, the winners will receive a plaque and their 
projects will be shown at the awards ceremony.

Paragraph 5: “Ottagono” prize
Ottagono magazine gives four special prizes, one for each 
category (professionals and students) and for each section 
(wood and cardboard). The Professional category winners 
(both sections) will receive a one-year subscription to the 
paper magazine; the Students category winners (both 
sections) will receive a one-year subscription to the digital 
magazine.
Furthermore, the winners will receive a plaque and their 
projects will be shown at the awards ceremony.

Paragraph 6: mentions
For each of the two categories any other worthy 
project will be selected, in addition to those of the 
winners. The mentioned will receive a plaque and 
their projects will be shown at the awards ceremony. 

art. 7 
calendar
The terms of the competition are the following:
•	 October 20th, 2014:  publication of the competition’s 

announcement;
•	 January 30th, 2015 at 12.00 (CET): deadline for 

subscribing and uploading the projects on the official 
website;

•	 February 20th,  2015: communication of the winner 
through e-mail and website;

•	 February 20th - March 20th, 2015 at 12.00 (CET):  voting 
for “I LIKE IT” prize on Facebook;

•	 April-May (day to be defined) : award ceremony and 
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exhibition of winner and deserving projects.

art. 8
copyright
Paragraph 1
The submitted materials will not be given back. The 
intellectual property and the copyright of the submitted 
projects will remain property of the respective participants. 
By participating in the competition candidates accept, with 
the online subscription, to transfer for free to FSC Italia all 
rights to the publication and communication of both project 
and participant’s name. 
The realized prototypes are exclusively property of FSC Italia, 
which will commit itself not to transfer it to any companies

FSC Italia won’t claim for any fee and it will be exonerated 
from negotiations between the designer and possible 
companies, as well as by subsequent disputes that may arise 
between the parties.

The participants of the competition, in case they are 
awarded with one of the prizes described in Art. 6, will 
commit themselves, in all the communication regarding the 
project after the ceremony, to quote as follows: “Prize FSC 
Italia Design Award 3rd edition” or, in case of special prizes, 
“Atelier dell’Innovazione Special Prize - FSC Italia Design 
Award 3rd edition or “Ottagono Special Prize - FSC Italia 
Design Award 3rd edition”.

Paragraph 2
The proposed project must be unpublished and shall have 

new and original elements. Participants shall guarantee that 
no right of any type can be claimed from the project by third 
parties and they assume personally and exclusively every 
responsibility regarding the proposed project, also in relation 
to any infringement of patents and copyrights belonging to 
third parties. 
Therefore, participants release FSC Italia from any eventual 
responsibility towards third parties that under any title can 
rise due to the utilization of the project submitted to the 
purposes of the present competition announcement. 

art. 9
confidentiality and treatment of personal 
information

FSC Italia is self committed to maintain the privacy and to 
not divulgate to third parties nor to directly or indirectly use 
for purposes not strictly related to the organization and to 
the completion of the competition, information, data and 
documents related to participants of which it will be aware 
during the organization and accomplishment of the initiative. 

Personal information that has been provided for the 
participation to the completion will be exclusively used to 
such purpose as specified in the informative text according 
to the provision of the art. 13 of the d.lgs. 196/2003 (see 
online subscription form). 

Omitting the consent of the treatment of personal 
information by the designers and/or of the person in charge 
for a group implies the exclusion from the competition.

FSC Italia reserves the right to make changes to this regulations if and when the need arises, publishing any modification on the 
official website www.fsc-italia.it/designaward.
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Annex 1 - INSTRUCTIONS FOR PARTICIPATION

1: online subscription
All the participants (individual, group leader, group members) must fill in the online form on the official website www.fsc-italia.it/
designaward, carefully following the required instructions. 

At the end of the registration process, you declare your understanding and acceptance of the announcement and at the same time 
FSC Italia ensures privacy in the processing of personal data as detailed in article 9.

Once the subscription form is correctly fulfilled, the individual participant or the group leader will receive an identification code that 
must be used in all the documents, as required later (paragraph 2, 3, 4, 5). Later on, the participants should upload the required 
documents on the website.

2: documents upload
For each project you must send a ZIP or RAR file (less than 25 MB), named as follows:

identification code_project title

The folder must contain the following documents:
•	 identity card in JPG o PDF format (in case of group participation, every member must upload the document)  
•	 project sheets (§3)
•	 technical-descriptive report (§ 4)
•	 representative image of the project (§5)

The identification code is provided to the individual participant or the group leader by mail, once the online subscription is 
completed, while the project title must be assigned by participants.

Participants must comply with all the required formats, layouts, maximum number of words and contents for 
each project, otherwise they will be excluded. 
No indications about the author and/or the sending school must appear in any documents, otherwise the 
project is excluded.
The deadline for filling in the registration form and uploading the projects is January 30th, 2015 at 12.00 (CET).
Participants are required to demonstrate any technical problem encountered in this phase (eg. screenshot with the highlighted 
problem) writing to the e-mail address: concorsi@fsc-italia.it.

3: project sheets
Candidates must prepare a maximum of 4 sheets, size A3 horizontal, containing:
•	 general concept of the object;
•	 technical drawings in an appropriate scale for understanding the project;
•	 images of the object with free technique (render,sketches, maquette);
•	 illustration of how to assembly/disassembly and transport the object.

All the project sheets must be included in one PDF file (42x29,7 cm, 150 dpi, max 2 MB per file) named as follow:

identification code_project title_sheet

Project sheets must follow the layout indicated in the document called Sheets, downloadable on the website. File are openable 
by the most common graphic softwares. Layout1 must be used for the first sheet, while Layout2 must be used for the rest of 
the sheets (max 3), for a total of maximum 4 sheets in A3 format.

You have to put in all the sheets the following information, according to the position indicated in the document called Sheets:
•	 identification code: capital letter, arial 14 pt
•	 project title: arial 14 pt
•	 sheet number: arial 14 pt
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Inside the first sheet (Layout1) you have to put a descriptive report respecting the following conditions:

•	 descriptive report: arial, 10 pt, max 1000 types (see document called Technical-descriptive report )
The area referred to as project area must include pictures and drawings as indicated in the announcement of the competition. 
The area referred to as scroll area must be with white background and contain the indicated information. The grid and the 
magenta text should not appear in the final documentation.

4: technical-descriptive report
The technical-descriptive report must deal with description of the project according to the criteria listed in art.2. The file must 
be saved in DOC or ODT format and named as follow:

dentification code_project title_rep

The report must follow the layout indicated in the document called Technical-descriptive report. Candidates are asked to 
fill in every section of the Report document respecting the following conditions:
•	 identification code: capital letters, arial 14 pt;
•	 project title: arial 14 pt;
•	 text: arial 10 pt.

5: representative image of the project
Candidates will choose one representative image of their project, which must be saved in JPEG format. The same file has to be 
saved in two different versions: 15x10cm, 180 dpi, max 2MB and 15x10cm, 72 dpi.

Files must be named respectively:

identification code_project title_image
identification code_project title_image_light
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in collaboration with:

special prizes:

media partner:

Associazione per la divulgazione e la conoscenza del legno
Wood culture association                       www.culturalegno.org

®

supporter:

FSC ITALIA 
c/o Dip. TeSAF - Università di Padova
Viale dell’Università, 16 AGRIPOLIS, 35020 Legnaro (PD) 
T +39 049 8272773  /  F +39 049 8272703
mail: info@fsc-italia.it  /  www.fsc-italia.it

project ideated by:

under the patronage of:

�

partner:

main sponsor: sponsor:

technical sponsor:
prototypes for winners realized by: prizes forstudents category sponsored by:


